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Respect 

““We should all consider 

each other as human be-

ings, and we should respect 

each other.” 

Malala Yousafzai  

Hello Arbor Families, 

It’s hard to believe, but we are more than halfway through the 

first marking period!  Virtual learning continues to progress and our 

teachers continue to find innovating new ways to engage their stu-

dents. I also continue to be impressed with how hard our students are 

working under these circumstances.   

We have two spirit days in October.  The first is on October 16 

and it’s wear blue and green day, so make sure you are rocking your 

Arbor colors.  The second is on October 30.  If students want to wear 

their Halloween costumes to their Zoom classes they may do so.  

Please be mindful that the same school guidelines apply.  We should 

be able to see students faces at all times (no masks, no heavy makeup, 

etc) and there should be no weapons (swords, knives, guns, etc).  All 

costumes should adhere to the district dress code as outlined in the 

Student Handbook.   

Finally, we are pleased to announce our “Virtual Helpdesk” 
for students in grades K-8. The Virtual Academic Helpdesk will be 
available for students to receive immediate feedback and direction 
from content area teachers during the following designated hours:  

 

Chris Baldassano 

Subject Days/Hours Email Address 

4-5 ELA T, TH, 4:30pm-5:30pm 45ela@pway.org 

4-5 Math M, W, 3:30pm-4:30pm 45math@pway.org 

4-5 Science T, TH, 2:30pm-3:30pm 45sci@pway.org 

4-5 Social Studies M, W, 2:30pm-4:30pm 45soc@pway.org 



After a month in of Virtual Learning, we 

have continued to compile a list of com-

mon issues and frequently asked ques-

tions. Below are some tips to try in order 

to troubleshoot or enhance remote oppor-

tunities. For more help on common issues, 

please also check out this page of the Sep-

tember 2020 newsletter, which you can 

find on the Virtual Backpack on the 

school’s website. 

 If a teacher does not let a student into the waiting room right away, that’s okay. It 
could be because: 

 Student needs to change their name to their Genesis name (parent Zoom ac-
counts, fake name, etc) 

 Teacher is working with a  small group and has most of the class working inde-
pendently on something while they are in the waiting room.  

 Technical issues 

 If you are not let in to the Zoom Room right away, continue to wait, and utilize School-
ogy to find assignments to work on in the meantime, or message your teacher to let 
them know you are present. 

 Mr. Frey, our technology coordinator, gave a parent training on Schoology on Tuesday, 
October  7. If you were unable to attend, he will be posting a tutorial video on the 
school website, located here 

 If you are having issues with your device, locate the IT Help Desk form here.  

 FAQ’s regarding the district’s remote learning plan can be found here. 

https://arbor.piscatawayschools.org
https://piscatawayschools.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=66216760
https://piscatawayschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_804050/Image/District%20Information/2020-2021/Remote%20Learning%20Q&A.pdf


Arbor Celebrates the Week of Respect 

 
From October 5-9, our students engaged in discussions to learn about 

themselves and others. Some of the topics student discussed were how they 

view themselves, what if someone doesn’t agree with my opinion, favorite 

foods that are specific to their cultural heritage and ethnicity, and how our 

hair is important to us. Students also had the opportunity to look at uplift-

ing posters to inspire them to be the change they want to see in the world.  

 

To continue these discussions at home, please see the link below. 

 

https://www.tolerance.org 

Violence Awareness Week: October 19th-23rd 

 
During the week of October 19th - October 23rd, students will discuss con-

flict resolution interventions and learn about mindfulness. We believe one 

way to eliminate violence, inside and outside of our school, is to first learn 

about our thoughts and feelings. When we are aware and acknowledge what 

we are thinking and feeling, we can make positive choices and choose ac-

tions that lead to positive consequences. We encourage you to ask your stu-

dents what they learned and practice with them! Students will also be taking 

a school climate survey. This will help us identify areas of our school cul-

ture that needs improvement. To continue keeping our students safe, please 

see the links below. 

 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-

podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking

-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers 

 

https://vetoviolence.cdc.gov/apps/main/prevention-information/47 

https://www.tolerance.org
x-apple-data-detectors://4
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers
https://vetoviolence.cdc.gov/apps/main/prevention-information/47


As reported by the “Coalition to Support Grieving Students” the current COVID-

19 Pandemic has caused a large and expanding number of deaths in the United 

States and abroad. In addition, the requirements for the implementation of social 

distancing measures, including lengthy school closures, make it increasingly diffi-

cult to provide bereavement support to grieving students in the usual ways we re-

lied upon prior to the pandemic. However, the Arbor Intermediate family wants to 

lend guidance on how family members and educators can support children who 

may be grieving the loss of a loved one. Below is a link to an article from the Na-

tional Association of School Psychologists that highlights interventions and recom-

mendations that can be used at home and school to support grieving children. 

 

 

Grief: Helping Handout for School and Home  

Please click below to learn more on keeping your child motivated during 

online learning. 

 

Four Ways to Help Students Feel Intrinsically Motivated to Do Distance 

Learning 

file://psdfs1.psd.ptschools.org/documents$/hmacdonald/Downloads/S3H6_Grief.pdf
https://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/classroom_qa_with_larry_ferlazzo/2020/04/four_ways_to_help_students_feel_intrinsically_motivated_to_do_distance_learning.html
https://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/classroom_qa_with_larry_ferlazzo/2020/04/four_ways_to_help_students_feel_intrinsically_motivated_to_do_distance_learning.html


4th Grade   5th Grade 

Mr. Adenau Nylah Patterson   Mrs. Barth Aanya Shah 

Mrs. Azim Maan Patel   Mr. Brooks Francesca Retuerto 

Mr. Bennington Mahi Patel   Mrs. Caldwell Lily Paunovski 

Mrs. Doherty Gyan Narang   Mrs. Cantwell Auronnya Gangopadhyay 

Mrs. Garcia Alejandro Paiz   Mr. Gaunt Emma Peterson 

Mrs. Gerum Omar Alomari   Mrs. Homlish Rayyan Damra 

Mrs. Kelvy Naomi Marshel   Mrs. Magrino Althea Walters 

Mrs. LaMarsh Kaylee Dundon   Ms. Riddick Joshua Inces Cifuentes 

Mrs. Lepski Brielle Ricks   Ms. Schmidt Radheya Soni 

Mr. Montgomery Adriana Greene   Mrs. Stoddard Jarius Gillespie 

Ms. Moss Justin Portillo   Ms. Sullivan Suhani Patel 

Mrs. Scinto Chloe Laing   Mr. Watters Aiden Pachon 

Mr. Applegate 

(Phys Ed) 

Ketana Yalavarthi   Mrs. Karabinos Marlie Peterson 

Mr. Rosania (Phys 

Ed) 

Alexis Lush   Mr. Applegate 

(Phys Ed) 

Cameron Johnson 

Senora Garcia 

(Spanish) 

Lia Ciccotelli   Mr. Rosania 

(Phys Ed) 

Ethan Vito 

Mr. Frey (Tech Ed) Burhan Arshad   Senora Garcia 

(Spanish) 

Emma Peterson 

Mrs. Bollaro 

(Music) 

Ketana Yalavarthi   Mr. Frey (Tech 

Ed) 

Jayla Dotson 

Mrs. Rosania (Art) Chelsea Watkins   Mrs. Bollaro 

(Music) 

Alexandra Robak 

    Mrs. Rosania 

(Art) 

Marlie Peterson 



Bike Safety 

•Use a bike that is the right size so you can balance easily  

•Wear a helmet that fits well to protect your head 

•Wear bright colored clothes so you can be seen by drivers 

•Check your brakes to make sure they are working  

•Ride on the sidewalk when you can 

•Cross the street at intersections 

•Stop at STOP signs and obey traffic lights (Red and Green)  

•Use bike lanes when possible 

•Ride single file when with your friends and family 

•Remember to stay 6 feet apart for social distancing 

•Have fun! Bike riding is good exercise. 

Safety Tip: Walk your bike across in-

tersections using the crosswalk and 

following traffic signals. 

  

Practice hand signals. 

Left turn: After checking behind you, hold up your “L” arm straight and ride for-

ward slowly 

  

Stop: After checking behind you, bend your “L” elbow, pointing your arm downward 

in an inside “L” shape and come to a stop 

  

Right turn: After checking behind you, hold you “R” arm straight and ride forward 

slowly. 



September 18 was  School Spirit Day– Rutgers!!! Students 

and staff showed their pride through Rutgers attire, col-

ors, and virtual backgrounds. Our next Spirit Day will be  

Friday, October 16 for Arbor Day! 



Need help with Math? Take part in step-by-step lessons , that will 
allow you to earn points to play games! 

Welcome to Moby Max! While at home, we encourage students 
to use this software in order to grow in math confidence - in past 
skills, current and future. Throughout the year, we will even have 
fun opportunities such as earning prizes, gaining points for game 
play, competitions and more! To log-on, go to https://
www.mobymax.com/signin and get started. Logging on is simple - 

just plug in the school code "NJ79," username is the student ID number and pass-
word the same with a 'p' in front - nothing to it. Join in on the fun. Happy learning! 
Math teachers will post reinforcing assignments, please make sure your student 
keeps up with them. 

Be sure to check out Arbor’s Art Instagram Page! See what our 

creative, innovative, and talented students are working on with 

Mrs. Rosania in her virtual art room!  

https://www.mobymax.com/signin
https://www.mobymax.com/signin


2020-2021 ARBOR PTO OFFICERS 

Carla Franchi & Sharon Lovas, Co-Presidents 

Erica Trojanowski & Andrea Peterson, Co-Treasurers 

Jeanne Infante, Recording Secretary 

Trisha Weber, Corresponding Secretary 

Have Questions or Want to Get More Involved 

Email us: Arborintermediatepto18@yahoo.com 

Or Follow Us on Facebook 

Arbor PTO – Piscataway NJ – Official Page 

We post regular reminders about upcoming events 

Hello Gator Families! 

 Hopefully by now you have read the School’s September newsletter.  We would like to 
update you with dates that we have been able to finalize for our October events. 

 Yearly: Stop & Shop A+ School Rewards are a yearly Fundraiser that does not cost you a 
dime!!!!  Just register your savings card at the Stop & Shop website and a percentage of what 
spend will be donated to the Arbor PTO.  That is a win-win for everyone.  We have raised 
$37.60 as of September 30th.  Only 28 families are registered for the program.  Please sign up 
today! 

 Yearly: Smile.amazon.com.  If you use Amazon for your shopping, you can help donate 
money to the Arbor PTO just by going to Smile.amazon.com.  Just use your regular Username 
and Password when you sign in and click on the Supporting button.  Scroll down until you see 
Arbor PTO – Piscataway NJ and click on it.  From then on, every time you shop Arbor PTO will 
get a percentage of the money that you spend.  Last year our donations were $72.65.  We 
hope to do better this year. Please participate. 

 Yearly:  BOX TOP$ are another yearly Fundraiser that does not cost you anything to par-
ticipate!  All you must do is go to BTFE.com to register.  Chose Arbor Intermediate School Pis-
cataway NJ then scan the date on your receipt and scan any product that carries the BOX-
TOP$ logo.  You can see immediately how much is being contributed to the Arbor PTO. 

 We would like to thank everyone who participated in our Dine to Donate last week.  
Chipotle is sending us a check for $77.29 which is 33% of our sales last Tuesday. 

 Our Scholastic Book Fair will run ONLINE ONLY from October 19 through November 1st.  
You can visit our online shopping website at www.scholastic.com/bf/
arborintermediateschool1  All orders over $25 will receive free shipping and we will receive 
25% of our total orders made during this time period in Scholastic Dollars.  Scholastic Dollars 
are used to provide free books to the classrooms and the library. 

 

mailto:Arborintermediatepto18@yahoo.com
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/arborintermediateschool1
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/arborintermediateschool1


 

Upcoming Events 

10/12— PTO Meeting on Zoom 6:30 

10/13– Early dismissal for students (teachers will com-

municate virtual schedules) 

10/16– Spirit Day, School Colors (wear blue and/or green) 

10/19-10/30—Scholastic Book Fair (online only) 

11/3— Half Virtual day for teachers and students 

11/3—Dine to Donate at Panda Express 

11/5 and 11/6— Schools closed 

11/18-11/20— Parent-Teacher Conferences—early dis-

missal for students 

11/25– Early dismissal for teachers and students 

11/26 and 11/27— Thanksgiving Weekend 

 


